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SUB J : NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTORAL PROCEDURES 

REF COTONOU 702 

1 . THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BENIN (GPRB ) 

IS CONTINUING TO PRESS AHEAD WITH ELECTION PLANS FOR THE 
"COMMISS AIRES” OF THE NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY ASSEMBLY. IN A 
RECENTLY PUBLISHED DECREE IN THE SEMI-OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER, 

EHUZU, THE GOV’T OUTLINED PROCEDURES FOR THE NOMINATION OF 
CANDIDATES. ACCORDING TO THE DECREE, NOMINATIONS FOR EACH VILLAGE 
WILL BE REVIEWED AT THE GENERAL MEETING OF ALL VILLAGERS. 

THEY WILL SELECT, BY SECRET BALLOT, CANDIDATES TO REPRESENT 
THE VILLAGE AT THE COMMUNE LEVEL; THEN, AT THE DISTRICT LEVEL 
THREE FINAL CANDIDATES WILL BE SELECTED FOR EACH AVAILABLE 
SEAT IN THE DISTRICT. PROCEDURES FOR THE ELECTION OF COMMIS- 
S AIRES ALLOTED TO THE BOURGOISIE, LABOR, AND OTHER ORGANIZ- 
ATIONS ARE ROUGHLY SIMILAR TO THOSE FOR THE VILLAGERS. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE NEW NOMINATION PROCECURES CARRY A 
SURFACE APPEARANCE OF DEMOCRACY, A SMALL PARAGRAPH IN THE 
DECREE RESERVES TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE OFFICIAL 
"PARTI DE LA REVOLUTION POPULAIRE DU BENIN" THE RIGHT TO 
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SET THE IRITERIA WHICH ANY CITIZEN MUST FULFILL IN ORDER TO BE 
AN ACCEPTABLE CANDIDATE FOR OFFICE. THUS, THE KEREKOU 
REGIME, WHICH HAS SHOWN NO EVIDENCE OF A STERLING COMMIT- 
MENT TO DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN THE PAST, HAS ESTABLISHED 
THIS MEANS TO CONTROL THE NEW ELECTION SYSTEM FROM THE OUTSET. 

AS NO DATE HAS BEEN SET FOR THE ELECTIONS, THE LATEST DECREE 
APPEARS TO BE A MEANS OF PLACATING THE CIVILIAN IDEOLOGUES 
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WHO SEEK TO REPLACE THE MILITARY, WHILE PERMITTING THE MILITARY 
CABINET TO CONTINUE TO RULE THE COUNTRY IN THE NAME OF THE 
REVOLUTION AND THE PEOPLE. THOMPSON 
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